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“The Freedom Formula”

On October 26, 1606, King James issued a charter to the Virginia
Company of London to establish two settlements in Virginia. In
| 607, the first colonists arrived in Jamestown. Thirteen years later,
in 1620, a second group of colonists arrived at Plymouth, “Virginia.”
Those two fledgling settlements began in obscurity. Most of the
world didn’t even know they existed, but on the banks of the James
River and Plymouth Harbor, America was born!

It would be over |50 years before the original thirteen colonies
declared their independence from England on July 4, | 776; but, the
heart of America had been formed and its direction set. The
charter stated that the goal for American colonization was the
“propagation of the Christian religion”, but those first colonies reflect
the diverse goals of the men and women who made the trip!
Jamestown became primarily an economic venture while the
Plymouth settlement was made up of Pilgrims seeking religious
freedom.

That tension has continued through the years. It is seen on our
currency, which bears the motto, “In God we trust” Who is the
God we worship, the Lord God or the money that bears the
inscription! How do we measure success in the land of the Pilgrims
and the Jamestown colonists! s it religious freedom or economic
prosperity?

When our forefathers met to draft the formal declaration of
America’s independence, the goal was freedom. The foundation of
that freedom was the belief that liberty is a God-given right. Man
has been endured by his Creator with “certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” That
belief was not new. One hundred years earlier, John Locke was
saying basically the same thing. Man’s freedom rests upon God’s
design.

This morning, we are looking at God’s formula for freedom. It will
necessitate each one of us making a decision to either live for things,
which leads to slavery, or knowing and obeying the Truth that leads
to real freedom!
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