SERMON NOTES

Dr. Timothy L. Piland
Nansemond River Baptist Church
June 28, 2009

Part 7: “Influence”

Chances are, if you look back over your life you will find
someone who had a tremendous influence on you. It may have
been a parent, grandparent, friend or even a historical figure.
Their advice, instruction, and example of how to live opened
your eyes to your own potential and helped develop your
character as well as your determination to take life seriously.
Unfortunately, there are also negative influences that do the
very opposite. Either way, our lives have been significantly
shaped by the influence of others.

In this next section of | Peter, the Holy Spirit led the Apostle to
address one of the most influential areas of life. As the saying
goes, “As the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined” The home exercises
a powerful influence in our lives. In a very real sense, some of
those influences will be with us as long as we live.

As we saw last week, the world can be a very unpleasant place
for followers of Christ to live. Although |esus promised us a
fulfilling life, filled with abundance, there are no guarantees that
the world will treat us favorably. On the contrary, Jesus
promised that “in the world you will have tribulation!” (John |6:33)
We need a solace; a place where we can retreat from the
world’s hostile environment and be surrounded by love and
encouragement. The home must be that place; therefore, if ever
we exert a positive Christian influence, it better be with those
who are closest to us. |t must be in the home!
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