Word gives followers of Christ a whole new identity. That identity
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Part 4: “identity Crisis!” . Live with a soul! (Vs 22a)

There was a time when “who you were” was a very private matter.
Celebrities were known and talked about all the time, but the
average American wanted his/her privacy. Today, there is a whole
new world of identity that has placed us in a virtual identity crisis.
|dentity theft for example is rampant. If the wrong person knows
your social security number, they can assume your identity and
drain your bank account as well as rack up thousands of dollars on
your credit card. There is even a whole new industry claiming to

ensure you against identity theft... for a price! VWhat a confusing and
dangerous world we live in!

Yet, there is another identity crisis. Many people seem to have Il. Love with a I (Vv 22b-25)
trouble discovering their own identity. The economy is forcing

thousands to reevaluate their vocational choices as companies are

downsizing and whole corporations are closing their doors.

Employees receiving pink slips are asking themselves “What now?” as

they attempt to rediscover who they are. One day they may be an

engineer, the next a salesman. Again, times are confusing!

And, there is an even greater identity crisis, one that literally hits
home! We hear of people “coming out of the closet”, of guy-liner, gay
rights, and same sex marriage. In our pluralistic society we are now
facing a pluralism that is bringing into question the very identity of
the family. What is it; who is it! The ramification of this confusion is
far worse than most people realize. At stake are not only the
children who will make up the next generation but the very reason
why the home was ordained of God in the first place! It is a fact
that as goes the home, so goes the nation. When the home fails, the
nation falls. Rome is but one example of the certainty of that truth.

lll. Long for spiritual b (2:1-3)

In his first letter, the Apostle Peter was about to deal with the matter
of authority, authority in every area of life. This morning, he begins by
pointing out how obedience to the authority of God’s



