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Part 3: “Why Be Good?”’

Remember as a child when December rolled around. You started
hearing Christmas songs on the radio, and one of them was an
admonition you took seriously! That song was first sung on Eddie
Cantor’s radio show in 934! Much later, it was made into an
animated movie for TV, narrated by Fred Astaire. But, no matter
how old you are, you probably still remember the words, “You
better watch out you better not cry, better not pout, I'm telling you why;
Santa Claus is coming to town.”

You heard the warning, “He's making a list and checking it twice;
gonna find out who’s naughty or nice”, and you began to take serious
note of your behavior! Even when you grew older and Santa Claus
was just a childish fantasy, you knew who bought the gifts and you
determined to stay on their good side! But, what kept you straight
the rest of the year?

It's a legitimate question. What incentives are there in each of our
lives that motivate us to do the right thing? YWe may be very cautious
when somebody is looking; when we are conscious of that proverbial
list which could quickly put us on the wrong side of public opinion.
We've all seen how reputations and careers, even of the rich and
famous, have been decimated by just one thoughtless act. But, how

do you live when nobody’s looking! What do you do when nobody
knows!?

When my children were small, | expected them to be good because
“I said so!” But, when they grew up, | wanted them to stand alone;
to do the right thing because they knew it was the right thing! So,
what about us! Are we standing alone?

In this next section of | Peter, God gives us some royal incentives
for godly living. This is serious stuff, and every faithful follower of
Christ needs to take it to heart.

| Peter 1:13-21

V.

ought to inspire us to holy living. (Vs |3)

ought to inspire us to holy living. (Vv [4-15)

ought to inspire us to holy living. (Vs |6)

ought to inspire us to holy living. (Vv | 7-18)

ought to inspire us to holy living. (Vv 19-21)



