SERMON NOTES

Dr. Timothy L. Piland
Nansemond River Baptist Church
May 24, 2009

Part 2: *“Worth the Pain!”’

A small group of people were meeting in an old church building in
the former Soviet Union. Suddenly, the doors flew open and two
soldiers brandishing machine guns stormed into the room. One of
them shouted, “You have five seconds to deny your faith and get out If
you stay, you will be killed!”

All but a handful leaped to their feet and fled through the open
door without looking back. The rest watched as the second soldier
closed and locked the door. This was the moment they had
dreaded. They knew that being an evangelical Christian was
dangerous. Others had paid the ultimate price for their faith, but
each had hoped that the Lord would grant them just a few more
years to live and serve Him.

Sensing their fear and dread, both soldiers came to the front of the
church and placed their guns on the floor. “Don’t be afraid,” one of
them said. “We're not going to hurt you. We want to learn how to
become Christians but first we had to know for sure that you really
believe what you teach!”

What price would you be willing to pay for the privilege of living
for Jesus? If Christianity were outlawed, could you set your faith
aside as if it had suddenly become obsolete and no longer relevant?
Many in the world are refusing to do that. Indonesia, China, Iraq,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Laos, Iran... are dangerous places to be a
believer; yet, some, like a woman and her daughter-in-law who

were murdered last April in Irag, are willing to die rather than deny
Christ!

Jesus never promised that following Him would be easy. In fact, He
said “in the world you will have tribulation.” (John 16:33) But, He also
promised that those who are willing to make the sacrifice will find
that their “sorrow [will] be turned into joy!” (John 16:20) Real life in
Christ really is worth the pain!
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