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Part 6: “E Pluribus Unum”

About 70 years before Jesus’ birth, Virgil was born in Rome. He is
considered Rome’s greatest poet and one of the best known in the
world. Although his most famous poem is the Aeneid, he wrote
others, one entitled Moretum. In it he describes how colors blend
together to create a new one. He writes, “Spins round the stirring
hand; lose by degrees; Their separate powers the parts, and comes at
last, From many several colors one that rules.”

The original Latin for that last phrase is “color est E pluribus unus.”
Sound familiar? In 1776, our nations forefathers placed the last part
upon the Great Seal of the United States of America; “E pluribus
unum;” out of many, one!

America has many wonderful attributes, but among the most
significant is the fact that we are a nation of immigrants. Unless you
are a Native American, you can trace your heritage back to another
country. Through the years we have been drawn together from all
over the world. The inscription on Lady Liberty has heralded an
invitation of hope to the world’s castoffs for as long as the Liberty
Bell has sounded the declaration of liberty; "Give me your tired, your
poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched
refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed
to me, | lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

Il. Though the , | (Vv 21b-23)

“Out of many, one!” It is a glorious thought and far more spiritual
than you might think! Two thousand year ago, Jesus paused on His
way to the cross to pray for us. In that prayer, He specifically
prayed that all of His followers might be one. The answer to that
prayer is the single most important indicator to the world that
Jesus does make a difference and that we really are whofwhat we
claim to be!

John 17:20-23



