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Part 5: “Sanctified to Serve!”

|.  Sanctification is a

Two observations I've made that ought to bring concern to any
pastor. The first involves those who look so much like the worid that
they are of no heavenly good! The second concerns those who are so
heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good! Both are pitfalls that
hinder believers from fulfilling their purpose in life.

When | consider how Jesus related to His disciples, | am reminded
that He both called them out and sent them forth. Two weeks ago,
we saw that true believers are in the world but not of the world.
Jesus called us out of the worid to be different, and then He sent us
back into the world to demonstrate that difference. In the upper
room the evening before He was crucified, Jesus told His disciples,
“By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.” (Jn 13:35) As the old hymn put it, “They shail know

that we are Christians by our love!” It is our difference that
demonstrates that we are different!

But, is it possible to be consistently Christ-like in a world that is . Sanctification is a

consistently Christ-less? Let’s face it; the temptations of life are real
and powerful. Even Jesus recognized that in His followers, “The
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak”™ Is there any hope for us! Can
we live above continual failure and constant regret?

In Jesus’ great prayer of intercession, He prayed, “Sanctify them...”
IE “set them apart, make them different; endue them with holiness!”
He knew that after His departure, the pressures to retreat would
be great. He knew that fallen man, even renewed in Christ, would
be tempted to compromise. So, He interceded for us, asking His
Father to make us effective in the work He has commissioned us to
do. And, in that prayer, we find a practical means for that
effectiveness to be realized.

Jesus prayed for our sanctification, but sanctification has two
facets; it's not just what we are but what we are called to be



