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Part 4: “in the World but not Of the World!”

How can a believer be the world but not the world?

In 1960, singer Conway T witty released a song entitled “What Am |
Living For?” In today’s world, it's a bit corny, but the question is a

good one; “What am ! living for if not for you?” . Focus upon the One Who

. (Vv 9-10)

Let’s face it, we all live for something. In a world of things and
possessions, it appears that most people live for what they can get.
Life for them is “me-focused”™ and the only thing that really matters
is whether or not they are happy. Happiness, however, can be a
very elusive goal. Today's things become tomorrow’s ciutter and
what we don’t have can make us very dissatisfied with what we have!

And, that's not the only problem. Things wear out, give out, rot,

rust, get misplaced, stolen, and become obsolete. Personally, I'm

ashamed to say how many different models of cell phones I've

owned! So, Jesus gave His disciples a stern challenge on what to live . Focus upon the One Who
for. He said, “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat (Vv 11-13)
them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal Store
your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and
thieves do not break in and steal Wherever your treasure is, there the
desires of your heart will also be.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Before Jesus left to return to heaven, He said, “Go into all the
world...” We are not commanded to isolate ourselves from the
world. We are here to be salt and light in the world. Yet, it can be
very tempting to be like the world and not just in it. Living for things
and self-gratification is a temptation we all face. For that reason,
Jesus prayed that those who followed Him would be in the world Il. Focus upon the One Who has

but not of the world. It's a major difference that defines the one Vv 1416
who is living for Jesus and His glory from those who are living for - (Vv 14-16)
things and their own glory.

This morning, | hear God challenging us to seriously evaluate what
we are living for. Can we honestly look towards heaven and say,
“What am | living for if not for You?”



